Published to promote voluntary compliance of pharmacy and drug law.

Disciplinary Actions from October Board Meeting
During the October 2006 Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy

meeting, a disciplinary hearing was held regarding the operation

of a pharmacy without having a pharmacist present. The following
action was taken as a result of this hearing.

PD License #7818, Pharmacy Technician #PT88001, and Phar-
macy Permit #AR19514 — Charged with violations of Regula-
tion 03-00-0005(a), allowing a pharmacy technician to dispense
prescription-only drugs when the pharmacist was not present.
The Board ordered the pharmacist to pay a monetary penalty of
two thousand dollars ($2,000), ordered the pharmacy technician
to pay a monetary penalty of fve hundred dollars ($500), and
ordered the pharmacy permit to pay a monetary penalty of fve
thousand dollars ($5,000). The Board also placed all three permits
on probation for a period of two years.

Regulation Changes from the October Board

Meeting
The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy approved changes to the

following regulation at the October 2006 Board meeting.

Regulation 01 — General Operations
Amend section 01-00-0005 — Certifcates of Licensure — Ex-

piration, to clarify the dates of expiration of permits issued by the

Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy to refect changes that are now

in effect in related statutes and regulations.

Amend section 01-00-0006 — Board of Pharmacy Meeting Re-
quirements, to clarify the normal time for designated meetings of
the Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy.

Amend section 01-00-0007 — Fees Charged by the Board of
Pharmacy, to update the fees for intern registration and to clarify
the expiration of certain business permits due to nonrenewal.
Regulation 02 — Pharmacists

Amend section 02-01-0003 — Defnitions, to remove the defni-
tion “limited supervision” from this regulation. This change will
remove the ability for a graduate intern to work within “phone
contact” of a licensed pharmacist and will mean the graduate intern
must be supervised by a preceptor while working.

Amend section 02-01-0004 — Requirements for Internship Train-
ing, to update requirements for foreign pharmacy graduates to train
as interns in Arkansas to match the National Association of Boards
of Pharmacy® (NABP®) Foreign Pharmacy Graduate Examination
Committee™ (FPGEC®) Certifcation program requirements. Ad-
ditions have also been made to this regulation to specify that only
hours worked under the direct supervision of the intern’s assigned
preceptor will count for practical experience. Changes to this section
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also include the deletion of the word “limited” from the supervision
requirements for graduate interns.

Amend section 02-01-0005 — Rules Applying to Preceptors Who
Train Interns, to require one year of licensure to be certifed as a
preceptor and to amend the requirement so that a pharmacist does
not have to be employed full time to serve as a preceptor. Language
in this section was also changed to require attendance of at least one
professional meeting during each licensure biennium instead of each
year for preceptors and alternate preceptors. It is important to note
once again that interns will only receive hours of credit for practical
experience for hours worked under their assigned preceptor.

Amend section 02-01-0007 — Accredited Pharmacy Degree Pro-
gram, to update language to state doctor of pharmacy for accredited
pharmacy degree programs as that is the current national standard
for the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education.

Amend section 02-02-0001 — Requisites for Examination, to
update language regarding FPGEC Certifcation from NABP.
Regulation 08-01 Medical Equipment, Legend
Devices, and/or Medical Gas

Amend section 08-01-0002 — Licensure Required, to outline the
minimum required information for licensure under this regulation.
Language has also been added to defne the minimum qualifcations
for licensure for this type of permit.

*These regulation changes took effect November 13, 2006. The
updated regulations may be viewed in their entirety in the Pharmacy
Lawbook section of our Web site at www.arkansas.gov/asbp.
Technician Permit Renewals

The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy sent out pharmacy
technician permit renewals in early November 2006. These permit
renewals are sent directly to pharmacy technicians, and it should
be noted that technician permits that are not renewed expire on
December 31, 2006. The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy al-
lows a grace period until March 31 on permits; however, there
is a $20 penalty on technician permit renewals if not renewed by
February 1, a $40 penalty if not before March 1, and if a permit is
not renewed by April 1 then the permit is void. This means that in
order to get a technician permit again, an individual must apply for
reinstatement and undergo a criminal background check, which
includes fngerprinting and payment of reinstatement fees. While
pharmacy technicians are responsible for keeping their permits cur-
rent, it is the responsibility of the pharmacist-in-charge of any
pharmacy or other facility to be sure that all employees including
pharmacists, pharmacy interns, and pharmacy technicians have
current licenses in good standing with the Arkansas State Board of
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Pharmacy. Past action by the Board regarding the employment of
technicians without a valid permit or technicians who have allowed
their permit to lapse has resulted in a $500 fne for the pharmacist-
in-charge, a $1,000 fne for the pharmacy, and the technician being
put on probation. We would strongly encourage you to use our Web
site to renew technician permits via the Internet as it will speed up
the renewal process for your technicians and it will also reduce the
turn around time for technicians to receive their new permits. This
is also the only way that we can accept credit card payments for
renewal of these permits.
Business Permit Renewals

The following additional permits are also in their renewal cycle
at this time: Charitable Clinic Pharmacies, Institutional Pharmacies,
Wholesale Distributors, List 1 Chemical Distributors, Hospital
Pharmacies, Nursing Home Consultants, and Durable Medical
Equipment permits. Charitable Clinic permits and Institutional
permits cannot be renewed via the Internet but all others may be
renewed through our Web site. Once again, renewing these permits
via the Internet will allow use of a credit card for payment and will
also greatly reduce the turn around time for delivery of the new
permits.
Internet Pharmacy

The Board of Pharmacy has received a steady stream of calls
regarding contracts offered to community pharmacies throughout
Arkansas requesting that pharmacies act as fulfliment centers for
“mail order pharmacies,” “Internet pharmacies,” or “specialty
pharmacies.” These requests often offer up front money, guaranteed
prescription counts, and minimum proft levels for a community
pharmacy and will usually say something to the effect that they either
have “too much business” or that they are trying to expand their
business model. These contracts are usually based upon nonvalid
patient prescriber relationships, which result in illegal prescriptions.
Once again the saying “if it sounds too good to be true” comes to
mind. If you have been approached with a contract similar to these
then please contact the Board offce to notify us that these companies
are soliciting business with you.
Combat Methamphetamine Act of 2005

As a reminder to all of our Arkansas licensed pharmacists, if
your employer sells pseudoephedrine-containing products, in ad-
dition to state-based requirements for the sale of these products,
the Combat Methamphetamine Act of 2005 has been in full effect

since September 30, 2006. The federal requirements in this act
require that logbooks have the following notice for buyers to read
when giving information for their purchases: “Notice to Purchas-
ers: Warning: Section 1001 of Title 18, United States Code, states
that whoever, with respect to the logbook, knowingly and willfully
falsifes, conceals, or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device a
material fact, or makes any materially false, fctitious, or fraudulent
statement or representation, or makes or uses any false writing or
document knowing the same to contain any materially false, fcti-
tious, or fraudulent statement or entry, shall be fhed not more than
$250,000 if an individual or $500,000 if an organization, imprisoned
not more than fve years, or both.”
Product Substitution

The Board has had questions regarding the decrease in availability
of chlorofuorocarbon (CFC) albuterol inhalers and the switching
of patients from CFC to hydrofuoroalkane (HFA) albuterol inhal-
ers. It is important to note that CFC albuterol prescriptions cannot
be automatically switched to HFA albuterol prescriptions as these
products are not equivalently rated. Furthermore, at the current
time, the HFA albuterol inhalers are not A-rated products and may
not be substituted either. Changing from CFC to HFA or changing
between HFA albuterol products at this time will require physician
approval and the creation of a new prescription.

Arkansas Pharmacy Support Group Help Line
870/636-0923
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The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy News is published by the Arkan-
sas State Board of Pharmacy and the National Association of Boards of
Pharmacy Foundation, Inc, to promote voluntary compliance of pharmacy
and drug law. The opinions and views expressed in this publication do not
necessarily refect the offcial views, opinions, or policies of the Founda-
tion or the Board unless expressly so stated.

John Kirtley, PharmD - State News Editor

Carmen A. Catizone, MS, RPh, DPh - National News Editor
& Executive Editor

Larissa Doucette - Editorial Manager
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