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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Preliminary findings from the National Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries conducted
by the Arkansas Department of Labor and the U.S. Department of Labor Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) reveal Arkansas had 87 workplace fatalities in 2007. This is an increase of nine
fatalities from the 2006 findings. Final results for 2007 will be released in April 2009.

The census uses multiple sources to identify, verify, and profile fatal work injuries. Key
information about each workplace fatality (occupation and worker characteristics, equipment
being used and circumstances of the event) is obtained by cross-referencing the source records,

such as death certificates, workers’ compensation records, and reports to federal and state
agencies.

2007 CENSUS PROFILE

Major findings of the Arkansas Department of Labor census include:

¢ Transportation incidents led all other events for the fourteenth year in a row. In
2007, transportation accounted for 42 of the 87 fatal occupational injuries.
This accounted for 48 percent of the total fatalities.
(Table 1)

e The number of fatal falls was down from 12 in 2006 to 7 in 2007.
(Table 1)

¢ Contact with objects and equipment was up from 8 in 2006 to 18 in 2007.
(Table 1)







