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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arkansas Workplace Injury and Illness Case and Demographic Data Released

In 2007, there were 7,590 nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses involving days away from
work in Arkansas private industry. This number was down by over 14 percent compared to
8,850 cases in 2006.

These findings are from the Survey of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses, which is an annual
survey conducted by the Arkansas Department of Labor, OSH/CFOI Division in cooperation
with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). Survey data is collected in
order to assist employers, safety professionals and policymakers in identifying safety and health
issues in the state. Occupational injury and illness data are collected from approximately 4,000
Arkansas employers each year.

This is the third release reporting on 2007 data. The first release, in August 2008, covered work-
related fatalities from the 2007 Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries. In October 2008, the
release reported 34,300 total nonfatal injuries and illnesses in Arkansas in 2007, a decrease of9
percent from 2006. This release covers the circumstances of the injuries and illnesses as well as
the characteristics of the workers involved in the cases that required a day or more away from
work.

Other results from the Survey of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses for the State of Arkansas
include:

. The survey reported 2,700 nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses with days away
from work in the total goods-producing sectors, while the service-providing sectors had
4,890 nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses with days away from work.

. Men accounted for 65.2 percent of the nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses with
days away from work in 2007.

. Workers who were 45 to 54 years old accounted for 26 percent of the total number of
nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses with days away from work, while workers
who were 35 to 44 years old made up 24.9 percent.

. Workers with one to five years of service with an employer accounted for 32.9 percent of
nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses with days away from work in 2007.




