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ARKANSAS' WORK INJURY AND ILLNESS RATE INCREASED IN 2005 FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN TWELVE YEARS

Although Arkansas’ work injury and illness rate decreased a little each year over the
last twelve years, survey results show a slight increase in 2005. According to a study by
the Arkansas Department of Labor and the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureaun of Labor
Statistics, 5.0 work-related injuries and illnesses were reported in the state for every 100
full-time workers in private industry for 2005. This was up from 4.7 in 2004. See
attached table 6 for details of 2005 rates by industry.

Note on industry and occupation classifications: Beginning with the 2003 reference
year, the Bureau of Labor Statistics started using the 2002 North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) for industries and the Standard Occupational
Classification (SOC) for occupations. Prior to 2003, the program used the Standard
Industrial Classification (SIC) and the Bureau of the Census Occupational Classification
System. Because of the substantial differences between the current and previous systems,
the results by industry and occupation in 2003 constitute a break in series, and users are
advised against making comparisons between the 2003 industry and occupation
categories and the results for previous years.

The annual survey estimates the number and frequency (incidence rates) of workplace
injuries and illnesses based on logs kept by private industry employers during the year.
These records reflect not only the year's injury and illness experience, but also the
employer’s understanding of which cases are work related under current recordkeeping
guidelines of the U.S. Department of Labor. The number of injuries and illnesses -
reported in any given year can also be influenced by changes in the level of economic
activity, working conditions and work practices, worker experience and training, and the
number of hours worked. Injuries and illnesses were counted if they resulted in a loss of
consciousness, restricted work activity or transfer to another job, or required medical
treatment beyond first aid. Fatal injuries and illnesses were not included in this study;
however, a separate publication is available from the Arkansas Department of Labor on
those statistics.

For more information, contact Leon Cornett at the Arkansas Department of Labor at
(501) 682-4542, or write to 10421 West Markham Street, Little Rock, AR 72205.




Table 6, Incidence rates ' of nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses by industry and case types, 2005

Arkansas
Cases with days away from work, job
2005 transier, or restriction
Industry® o annual - rﬂc::dnbla Cases with E'T-,m recordabla
employment 585 Total days away with job cases
(D00's) Kot i ® transfer or
o restriction
PR IR - . . .o oocciicammvn s o es SRR RS S A E AR BN R 9481 5.0 24 1.2 1.1 26
BOOMS PIOBUCING" . .« . v ees e teassann e rns e e et enn e in st eaaaan 2700 6.4 a2 1.4 18 3z
Natural resources and mining™ . ... ... oiiiiiiiiiiai i e 149 6.3 35 21 1.4 28
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting® . . .......... ... " 10.9 6.2 3z 24 0.8 3.0
R Y = - o e s R L R e 112 3.1 52 29 0.9 1.9 23
oMY AT ORI . o i vt e £ B e R A R gk e 00 113 - 6.5 48 47 ] 1.7
Support activities for agriculture and TOMESIY . ... ... ... .ot 115 34 8.0 29 25 ") 6.0
Mining”...... 21 4.0 6.4 4.2 1.4 27 23
Construction ......ccovveisrsnrsscsssssssssssasnnmnannnmnnmannsnnares 536 5.5 28 23 0.6 27
CONBIUBHION . .« s srssnssnnnnsarsanasiauansssararsssabsssnssasnsannansans 23 536 58 28 2.3 0.6 27
Construction of buildings . . ......... e R e L e e 236 123 6.0 25 21 0.4 34
Residential building constmsction . ... .........cccciiaiiaisariirnarsara e rea 2381 L4 56 33 28 0.5 2.2
Nonresidential building constnection , . ... ... ... .. i iciiarainarra e 2362 7.9 6.1 22 1.8 0.3 4.0
Haavy and civil engineering construcfion . . .. .........coirorrnionrraioeiaaiasiiais 37 10.3 6.1 31 2.5 06 3.0
Lhtiliy EySiem CONSIUCHON . . . . . ..vov oo ines e s casianrarnssnsraarsasnasnncns 23M 48 5.8 42 4.1 - 1.3
Highway, street, and bridge construction . ... ...... ..o e iii i iiiiiaias 2373 3B 8.7 3.4 2.1 13 53
Specialty trade contractors . .. .. ..... R R 238 .0 52 29 23 06 23
Foundation, structure, and building exterior contractors . ... .........eeioiieeas 2381 6.0 6.8 4.9 2.7 22 1.8
Masonry conlractors . ... .......... 0 B A e . 23814 20 4.2 241 18 - 21
Roaofing contractors .. ...... R T SRR EN N e AR 23816 0.9 136 12.3 4.7 7.6 -
Building equipment contraclons . ... .. ........oouoiiiaiiaiaii e s 2382 15.0 53 23 2.1 02 31
Elaciical ComrationS . .. ..covrerrrressccsassatnarnaanansssssssrrasnnenas 23821 6.6 52 1.4 1.3 " 348
Plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning contractors . ... ....................... 23822 75 53 30 29 o 23
Other building equipment CONIACIONS . .. ... ...ocuviu oo e aaa s 23829 0.9 76 39 - -
Building Hnishing CONIFBCION . . . .. ... ..ooiiaiianraniarrarrasosaneiniiasaoss 2383 4.9 52 3.3 3.1 = 19
Othear spacialty trade cOMractons . .. .. ...c.ooovervans e D S 2389 52 a3 2.2 16 0.5 1.1

See footnotes at end of table.
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