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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arkansas had 87 workplace fatahines in 2003. These findings are from the Nanonal Census of Fatal

Occupatonal Injunies conducted by the Arkansas Department of Labor and the U.S. Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Stansnes (BLS).

The census uses multiple sources to identfy, verfy, and profile fatal work injunies. Key information
about each workplace fatality (occupation and worker charactenistics, equipment being used and circumstances
of the event) is obtained by cross-referencing the source records, for example death certificates, workers’
compensaton records, and reports to federal and state agencies.

2003 CENSUS PROFILE

Major findings of the Arkansas Department of Labor census include:

. Transportation incidents led all other events for
the tenth year in a row. In 2003 rransportanon
accounted for 48 of the 87 fatal occupatonal
injuries. This accounted for 55 percent of the
fatal occupanonal injunies.

{See Table A-9)

L] Assaults and violent acts were down from
7 in 2002 to 6 1n 2003,
(See Table A-9)

. Conract with objects and equipment was up from
9 1n 2002 to 16 1n 2003,
(See Table A-9)

. Wage and salary workers accounted for 80 of the faralides for
employees status in 2003. This was about 92 percent of the
workers.

{See Table A-T)
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. Men accounted for B2 of the faral occupatonal injuries
in 2003.
(Sece Table A-T)

. The age group 25 to 54 years old accounted for 60 of
fatally injured workers in 2003. This was up from the
55 faraliries in this age group in 2002,
(See Table A-5)

. The occupations of operators, fabrnicators, and laborers
accounted for 38 of the fatalities in 2003. This was up
from 35 for ths classification in 2002,
{See Table A-5)

BACKGROUND OF THE PROGRAM

The 1992 Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries provides a complete count of fatal work mnjunes. The
annual Survey of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses, conducted since 1972, has been redesigned to generate
worker and case characteristics of nonfatal workplace injunies and illnesses in addition to frequency counts and
incidence rates by industry. Initial results from the 2003 survey will be released this December.

The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries program is a federal/state cooperative venture developed
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics to compile a comprehensive, accurate, and timely measure of fatal work
injuries that occur during the year. The census approach to compiling data on fatal work injuries was minally
tested by BLS in cooperative effort with the Texas Department of Health during 1988, The study, which
collected fatality data retrospectvely for 1986, showed that: (1) multple data sources, including a follow-up
questonnaire, are necessary to produce an accurate count; (2) matching individual fatalities across dara sources
is feasible; (3) for each incident, characterstics of the worker and circumstances are commonly available from
administrative reports; and (4) timeliness is important in maximizing responses for verification purposes.

The Census approach was tested again during 1990-1991 to determine whether the same kind of data
could be obtaned from multiple data sources on a current basis. That study, which was conducted in
cooperation with the Texas Workers' Compensation Commission and the Colorado Department of Health,
was successfully concluded in May, 1991.

Thirty-two states and New York City participated in the 1991 census program. The program was
expanded to include all 50 states and the District of Columbia duning 1992, Funding for the annual census is
shared equally berween BLS and the cooperating states.




Ewvent or Exposure (1) 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Table A-9 Fatalitics | Fatalities | Fatalities | Fatalities | Fatalites | Fatalines | Fatalities
Number | Number | Number | Number | Number | Number | Mumber
Dol ccovvonsnasminmings saissmuansis 102 86 76 106 6B 80 87
Transportation. .....oveevnenaren 43 41 37 56 36 LT 48
Highway 27 19 21 3o 3 23 39
Collision between vehicles, mobile equipment 10 13 14 9 17 5 20
Mon-collision [ 3 4 18 8 10 13
Aircraft acodents 7 4 5 3
Workers struck by vehicle 5 4 9 4
Pedestnan, non-passenger 4
Non-highway (farm, industrial premise) ] 10 4 6 5
Ralway aceidents 4 3 3
Collision berween rallway vehicle/other vehicle 4 3
Assaults and violent acts 15 9 [ 15 4 7 i
Homicides 15 8 G 13 4 L] ]
Shootings 13 B ] 12 L] 3
Contact with objects or equipment 19 15 9 21 13 9 16
Struck by objects 15 10 5 15 9 4 7
Srruck by falling object 14 4 10 6 3 4
Caught in or compressed by equipment or objects 4 3 4 7
|| R N S T SR 5 10 8 T 15 10
Fall to lower level 4 8 [ [ 15 10
Exposure to harmful substance /environment 10 7 13 ] 5 10 4
Contact with electric current 11 5 11 3 4 9
Fire and explosions.....ccoveeiniannne 5 4 & 3 3 3
Orther events and exposures (2)....
(1 Based on the 1992 BLS Occupatonal Injury and [liness Classification Structures.
(2 Includes the category "Bodily reaction and exernon”.

Note:  Totals for major categones may include sub-categories not shown seperately. Percentages may not add o

torals because of rounding. Major categones that do not meer publication criteria are not shown.
Source: Bureaw of Labor Stadsucs, U.S. Department of Labor, in cooperanon with State and Federal Agencies,

Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries.,




Characteristics 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Table A-7 Fatalitiecs | Famaliies | Fatalines | Fatales | Faralines Fatahnes Fatalities
Mumber Mumber Mumber Mumber Mumber Mumber Mumber

Tiemabee eyt fvstm i v 102 36 76 106 68 80 a7
Employee status. ..o

Wape and salary workers 22 M [it] 24 o T0 &0

Self employed (1) 10 15 L] 12 ] 10 T
Sex annd AR, .. iciiiserraaiisrirnaees

Men M T8 72 97 G 77 g2

Wamen 1 ] 4 ] 3 5
Both sexes....ooiiiiinin.

Under 25 years 10 10 10 1 5 i 7

25 1o 54 years Ta 54 50 64 46 55

55 years and over 14 21 16 24 15 12 18

White g2 i) 54 a0 54 G4 62

Black 17 ) 12 13 b T 15

I ispamic or Latino b 3 5 9

Cither 4 15 4
i Includes pad and unpad family workers, and may include owness of incorporated business, or members of

partnerships.

Mote: Totals for major categories may include sub-categories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to
totals because of rounding. Major categories that do not meet publication criteria are not shown.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, ULS. Department of Labor, in cooperation with State and Federal Agencies,
Census of Fatal Occupational Injunes.







